
 

15/09/2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 
As announced by the State Government today, the Ballarat region is heading back into a 7 day snap lockdown 
once again from 11.59pm tonight.  
 
The good news is that most of our Year 7-11s will not have to make any adjustments as they were already 
learning remotely, and our Year 12s have had four days at school (or three for VCAL) and have collected their 
care packages and practice exams today.  Our Loreto community is well prepared for this. 
 
We will return to remote learning for Year 12s for Thursday and Friday of this week and Year 7-11 classes will 
continue as was planned.  
 
We will continue to open the school for students who are the children of essential workers, students who 
are vulnerable or have no/poor internet. Students must be registered to attend via the booking link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4v0dooUflhT-
HF1lIC5ldSCNNuGUdzCHLi70BaJkEiKZrcw/viewform 
 
Year 12 Vaccinations Scheduled Tomorrow – Change of Location 
The VCE Vax blitz scheduled for tomorrow will now NOT run as planned as BHS staff are now urgently 
required elsewhere.  Loreto students who had previously booked will now need to attend the walk in clinic 
at the Mercure between 11.30am – 1.30pm tomorrow, please mention you are a Loreto student to receive 
priority Vax. You do not need to phone and book, however, please note this is the only time designated for 
your priority access. More information on the BHS vaccination site: https://www.bhs.org.au/news-and-
events/covid-19-information/vaccination/ 
 
COVID resources continue to be available on the College website (COVID Resources on the Home page). Buses 
will continue to operate throughout the lockdown period.  
 
An excerpt of Covid contact and quarantine information is attached to this letter, please review the 
Victorian Government Coronavirus page for more information:  https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/what-
do-if-you-are-close-contact  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Michelle Brodrick 
Principal 
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Excerpt from the Victorian Government Coronavirus Page 
 

• If you have attended a Tier 1 site, you must get tested and isolate for 14 days.  
• It is recommended that household members of primary contacts also get tested and isolate 

until both they and the primary contact receive a negative result and have been granted 
clearance from the Department of Health.  
 

What is a close contact? 
A close contact is someone who has been identified by Department of Health contract tracers as 
having spent time with someone who has COVID-19. There is a high chance that people who have 
been close to someone with COVID-19 will get the virus and spread it to other people. The best way 
to protect yourself, your family and the community is to stay at home and stay away from other 
people as much as possible. 
 
There are two types of close contacts: 
Primary close contacts: 

• someone who has had face-to-face contact or spent time in a closed space with someone 
who has COVID-19 while they were infectious. 

• someone who has been in an outbreak or other setting where there is a higher risk of 
transmission of COVID-19. 

Secondary close contacts: 
• someone who has had face-to-face contact with a primary close contact at least 24 hours 

after them being exposed to COVID-19. 
 

The Victorian Chief Health Officer or Deputy Chief Health Officer may also identify someone as a 
primary or secondary close contact based on what is known about a particular case or outbreak. 
Close contact with someone can happen in many ways, such as: 

• living in the same household or similar setting (for example, a boarding school or hostel) 
• being indoors together, including in a car, lift or public transport 
• being at a public exposure site at a similar time 
• direct contact with the body fluids or laboratory specimens of a person with COVID-19. 

If a person is identified as a close contact, the Department of Health will notify them as soon as 
possible. 
 
Who should quarantine (stay at home)? 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19 you should get tested and wait (isolate) at home. After your 
test you must go home or to your accommodation immediately without stopping anywhere else. 
For further information, refer to: Getting tested. 
 
You should quarantine at home if:  

1. you may have spent time or live with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 
2. you may have spent time or live with someone who may have been exposed to the virus at 

work, school or somewhere else 
3. you may have been exposed to the virus at work, school or somewhere else 
4. you have been directed by the Department of Health to quarantine 
5. you have been identified as having to quarantine by authorised officers because you have 

visited an interstate high-risk location. 
  
  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/case-alerts-public-exposure-sites
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/getting-tested
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Selected Q&As from the What to do if you’re a household contact of a close contact section – 
 
I live in the same house as a primary close contact? Am I a secondary close contact? 
If you live in the same house as a primary close contact, you are a secondary close contact. 
 
What are the testing requirements for secondary close contacts? 
As a secondary close contact, you are not required to be tested for COVID-19 unless you develop 
symptoms. 
 
Do I have to isolate? 
Yes, if you have a primary close contact living in your household, you must stay in quarantine until 
they are told that they can leave quarantine. 
 
I am a secondary close contact, do I have to stay away from other members of my household 
who are also secondary close contacts? 
Secondary close contacts do not have to separate from each other within the same household. The 
primary close contact should limit their contact with other members of their household. 
 
Can visitors come to my house? 
You cannot have visitors to your home if a person in your household has been identified as a 
primary close contact. 
 
Can I leave the house? 
You can only leave the house for the following reasons: 

• for medical reasons (to get medical care or supplies, or get tested for COVID-19) 
• in an emergency or if you are unsafe 
• as specified by the Chief Health Officer or delegate. 

 
Can I go to work? 
You cannot go to work, school, higher education, shopping, or to any public places or events, even 
if they are outdoors. 
If you are worried about losing income while you quarantine, you may be able to get a $1500 
support payment. For more information, call the Coronavirus Hotline 1800 675 398 (press 0 for an 
interpreter). 
 
Can my children go to school? 
If the children live in the same household as a primary close contact, they cannot go to school, 
shopping or to any public places or events, even if they are outdoors. 
 
Selected Q&As from the Leaving quarantine and getting tested section – 
 
I have symptoms and am waiting for a test result – how do I know when I can stop 
quarantining? 
If the Victorian Department of Health has told you to quarantine (stay at home), even if you get a 
negative test result, you cannot finish your quarantine until you have been told it is safe to do so by 
the Victorian Department of Health. If you are unwell, you should also stay home until you are 
better. 
 
I am a primary close contact of a person diagnosed with COVID-19 – how do I know when I can 
stop quarantining? 
The Victorian Department of Health will tell you when you can leave quarantine. 
You will need to get tested on Day 13 of your quarantine period and receive a negative test result 
to finish quarantine at 11:59pm on your Day 14. 
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If you have a test at Day 13 and it returns negative, your quarantine period will end once you have 
completed 14 days and you have been cleared by the Department. 
 
The Department of Health will send you either an email or SMS confirming the end of your 
quarantine period. The team cannot release you from quarantine before midnight on Day 14. 
Please wait for contact and call if you have not been contacted by the Department either by phone 
or SMS or email by Day 15. 
 
If you do not wish to be tested, then your quarantine period will be extended a further 14 days, 
making your quarantine period 28 days. 
 
If you subsequently get tested during the extended quarantine period and receive a negative result 
– you will be able to leave quarantine without having to complete the full number of additional 
days in quarantine. 
 
If you agree to be tested and your test is positive, you become a person diagnosed with COVID-19 
and you will be required to isolate. The Department of Health will regularly check on you and your 
symptoms and tell you when you can stop isolating. Refer to: how to isolate for more information. 
 
I am a secondary close contact – how do I know when I can stop quarantining? 
The Department of Health will assess whether and when you can be cleared, depending on the 
circumstances. This will likely be shorter than 14 days, including if your primary close contact gets a 
negative test result. The Department of Health will tell you when you can leave quarantine. 
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