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Horseshoe stickers on the marble stairs
led the way to the upstairs foyer of the
Regent Cinemas. A long blue carpet was
reminiscent of Hollywood. Blue lights lit
up the walls around Cinema One’s glass
doors. It felt like a real movie premiere,
even complete with movie stars: a lucky
group of Loreto girls. These girls were
driven in a limousine to the cinemas, all
looking beautiful, in their
movie-star fame from appearing in the
Michelle Payne biopic Ride Like A
Girl.
 
It was Thursday the 26th of September -
in the school holidays - so it felt a
little strange to see many familiar faces
from school, as around 600 members of
the Loreto community flooded in to see
this film together. There was an
electric excitement as we gathered in
the crowded cinema before the curtains
opened.
 
All proceeds from the sold-out tickets
went towards the 2019 Loreto Aspiring
Dream Scholarship. This will help
graduating or leaving students to
achieve their dreams and have the
opportunity to work hard at what they
choose to do. 
 
When asked what she was looking
forward to about the film, one viewer, a
mother of a Loreto student, answered
with “seeing Loreto girls and Michelle
Payne”.
 

Maddie Fogarty, one of the girls in the
film, said she was “very lucky and
thankful,''not only for appearing as an
extra in one scene, but to “be treated
like royalty” afterwards. She said one of
the best parts of the experience was “the
privilege of being involved”. 
 
Another member of the public we
interviewed said she had come to view
the movie because it is “part of Loreto’s
story”. As we viewed the short scene in
which the girls feature, it was special to
see both our own school grounds, and
the girls themselves, on the big screen.
 
We felt inspired seeing Michelle Payne, a
past pupil, be so successful in her
chosen career. This shows what can
happen when girls apply themselves and
are determined to achieve whatever they
set their minds to.  

THE VICTORIAN

PHILOSOTHON

AND MORE!

Coincidentally,when she won the
Melbourne Cup, Michelle was wearing a
purple, white and green jockey’s
uniform: purple, white and green were
also the colours of the British suffragette
movement.



F I LM  REV I EW - R I D E  L I K E  A  G I R L

GEMMA  R I CHARDSON

Ride Like A Girl is simple to explain: it’s the life
story of Michelle Payne, the first female jockey
to win the Melbourne Cup. It begins
with Michelle as a feisty child, the youngest of
ten children raised by Paddy Payne, and ends
after her success winning the 2015 Melbourne
Cup at odds of 100 to 1. The film feels more like
an observational documentary than a high-
tension drama. But it does hold at its heart a
success story that will likely inspire for years to
come. 
 
While some aspects surely must have been
dramatized for film-quality, Ride Like A
Girl seems to be accurate with its depiction of
events. I had a minor problem with Michelle
wearing the current Loreto uniform in 2001,
before it had been introduced. However, this
uniform was probably much easier to deal with,
given that several current Loreto girls make a
ten-second appearance- not enough time to go
about the fuss of finding them old uniforms. 
 
Teresa Palmer plays Michelle, with a strong
presence and perhaps as much  determination
as the real Michelle she is portraying. Michelle’s
brother Stevie, who has Down Syndrome, plays
himself, giving the film a likability. It also stars
Sam Neill as Paddy Payne, and Magda Szubanski
as a nun at Loreto, both well-known actors
who donate lots of their skills here, though
limited by a dull script. 
 

I enjoyed seeing Michelle, as the
underdog in both her family and the
racing world, overcome the odds. She
proves that women can ride just as well as
men. I also enjoyed how the film begins
with real footage, of a young Michelle
being asked what she would like to do
when she grows up. In a genuine and
adorable way, she replies, “I just want to
win the Melbourne Cup.” This shows her
desire from the very beginning; by the
end, she has achieved her lifelong goal. It
is satisfying to know this is a true story.  It
could have been better. The dialogue is
blunt, formulated, and often cliched, as
were some scenes of sentimentality. But I
wasn’t overly fussed. The film didn’t have
to be perfect for me to enjoy the
experience. While not infinitely heart-
warming for me, the film is a good effort
to tell a true story with care.
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For the Year 9s, Melbourne Adventure was a
chance to take initiative and develop
our confidence and independence. The first
three classes were in Melbourne from the
29th - 31st July, while the second group went
from the 12th- 14th of August. 
 
The planning process started in Term 2. This
included choosing a hypothesis to research
while in Melbourne. There were many to
choose from. My group chose: “the MCG is
the best venue for sports fans.” We also had
to plan our itinerary for the three days,
organise our own home stays, and find train
or tram routes for going around, to, and from
the city.
 
Our days started with meeting at Marvel
Stadium at 9:15am for a short briefing, before
going into our small groups of six. On day
one, everyone went together to Eureka
Skydeck. On day two we visited Parliament
House and the optional choice of Queen
Victoria Market. On the last day, instead of
meeting at Marvel Stadium as usual,  we had a
tour of the Shrine of Remembrance. For each
day, we had to follow our itinerary but were
told to be flexible around it.
 
I  found that my group mainly stuck to our
plans, however, we changed one or two things
on the
day.   In order to gather our research, we
interviewed and surveyed the public, had
tours, and went to specific places, such as the
MCG, Marvel Stadium and ACDC Lane. At the
end of each day we gathered at Marvel
Stadium once again to write a reflection.

ASHA  HO I L E S

ME LBOURNE  ADVEN TURE

I  must admit that it was very hard for my group
and I to navigate our way around Melbourne.
On the first day we had crammed all  our
tours into the one day and didn’t leave
enough time for transport. As a result,  we
were late to everything! I  think we could
have planned ahead, to know what routes
and transport to take.
 
When we came back to school, we wrote a
reflection on our time in Melbourne and
presented our hypothesis with our well-
collected information in front of the other
Year 9s. Most of us said that we could have
better planned transportation and time
periods.
 
I  believe Melbourne Experience was a good
chance to be independent but with the
reassurance of safety from our support
teachers. It was a great learning opportunity
to familiarise ourselves with the city and
learn to do things like this on our own.



I am not one to embrace change with open arms.  I
constantly fume, quietly, over minute alterations in
the status quo, wishing for things to go back to the
way they were, even though I know that I’m looking
back on the past through rose-coloured glasses. 
 
There are a couple of things Loreto is planning on
implementing that I’m not particularly willing to
accept.  One of these is the switch from the current
senior 'vertical' House group, where year levels are
mixed, to a 'horizontal' one, where the girls are from
the same year level. I disagree with this; I believe
that it is vitally important for us to interact and talk
to our peers in the other year levels, and this often
doesn’t occur outside of House group.
 
The mixing of separate grades also benefits younger
girls for knowledge of higher year levels. For
example, Year 11 students who do a Unit 3/4 class
need to know about the GAT. Communication with
older and more experienced students could result in
a reduction of stress levels. Further, not many
activities take place in Houses. Take out House group
and we’re not left with much.
 
However, I do understand why others support a
‘horizontal’ House group.  It would become easier for
Year Level Coordinators to address current issues.
This is an argument that I can’t refute. In addition to
this, the Felicitous Life program in House groups isn’t
always applicable to all year levels. These problems
would likely be solved with the ‘horizontal’ House
group.
 
Therefore, I understand that it is beneficial for House
group to change. It’s clear to me that my arguments
for the ‘vertical’ are far more ideological in nature
when compared to the realistic and practical
arguments for the ‘horizontal’. This switch might not
be such a bad idea.  Yet, for some reason, I still don’t
think it should occur.

I S  I T  HUMAN  NATURE  TO  RE S I S T

CHANGE ?

L I L L Y  TO L F R E Y
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Is this normal? To resist change, even when it
makes no practical or rational sense?
 
The banning of the use of phones during classes, recess,
and lunch is another idea that I dislike, despite believing
that it will be good.  Supporters of this ban argue that
phones are disrupting teens’ social and emotional
wellbeing. In fact, research has proven this. I, too, have
on many occasions found students to be spending their
recesses and lunches predominately on their phones. 
However, I don’t believe that this is harming our social
abilities; we are just socialising in a different manner.
 
I recognise that phones are often distractions. Girls use
them during class, and sometimes phones go off during
SACs or exams. This would be a problem solved by this
ban.
Additionally, I have been told that some students bypass
the school’s web protection measures with their phone’s
mobile hotspot, accessing social media in lessons.
However, I keep thinking of the hassle it would be to
walk to lockers to get our phones if, on the off chance,
they’re needed in class.
 
Clearly the use of phones is a problem in schools, but I
simply find myself unable to support the banning of
them.  Why? Perhaps I would support these decisions if
I were not an irrational being who instinctively resists
change with a fierce passion.
 
So, I ask the question, is it human nature to
resist change?
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Loreto College Ballarat, the first Loreto
school in Australia, the basis for all  Loreto
schools across Australia.  Over the past 140
years, Loreto has changed drastically, and
will  only continue to change over
the coming years. 
 
As we approach the end of 2019 and go into
2020, we say goodbye to some beloved
teachers, though we send them off with
congratulations and good wishes. A little
while ago, Mrs Bell ,  formally known as Miss
Gill ingham, left for maternity leave, with Ms
Caillard following shortly behind. At the end
of this term we will  be saying goodbye to Ms
Kilpatrick, as she also leaves to have her
second baby. We wish all  these teachers
good luck on their
parental journeys. 
 
Another change that will  be occurring is a
new buddy program. Current Year 10s will
each be a buddy to a new Year 7 student. 

What this program will  consist of is yet to be
learned, however, this is a fantastic opportunity
for senior students to connect with the junior
students, allowing the school to become more
united. 
 
One of the biggest changes, in my opinion, is the
proposed new campus in the future. Loreto will
need to expand over the next 5 to 50 years, with
the new proposed kinder to 12 system and a new
campus to accommodate our future needs. 
 
Whatever the future holds for Loreto’s expanding
community, it is sure to be exciting.  The future
of Loreto is constantly changing with staff
ensuring it is always in the best intentions of the
students. While some upcoming changes may
make some students uncomfortable, or even
frustrated or angry, change will  happen whether
we like it or not; we may as well embrace it.  
 
Change can be good. It can bring about new,
exciting opportunities for all ,  as well as preparing
us for our personal futures where the one
constant will  be change.

CH LOE  S IMP SON

THE  FU TURE  OF  LORE TO
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From the 29th of July to the 2nd of August, the
2019 South Street Debating Competition was
held. Four Loreto Year 7 and 8 teams attended
the competition, coming away with three wins
and one loss. There were a variety of different
schools also competing, with students from
grade 5 up to Year 12. 
 
The Loreto teams had about four weeks to
prepare their arguments. During this time,
there were a lot of stressful meetings and late
nights (at least for Olivia!)   As the day of the
competition approached, we began to feel
nervous. However, we did not let the nerves
get in the way. 
 
Loreto teams A and B successfully won their
debates on July 29th against St Pat’s and
Daylesford Secondary College. Teams C and D
competed on the 30th of July, with one win
against Ballarat High School and one loss
against Clarendon College. All  the debates
were very close, with some only winning by 1
point. To say the very least, everyone was
encouraging and had an entertaining day. It
was wonderful to have some wins, but it was
also important to have some losses.
Otherwise, we would not have learned from
our mistakes. 
 
The Loreto Team A debate was a close one,
with only a one-point difference between
the winner and the loser. The topic they had
to debate was ‘sports betting advertising
should be banned. ’  Loreto agreed with this.
 
The Loreto Team B had a close one too, but
not quite as close as Team A. Their topic was
‘homework serves no purpose, ’  which they
debated against.
 

DEBA T I NG  A T  SOU TH  S T R E E T

Thirdly, Loreto Team C won over Ballarat High
School Team Lasagne, with the topic
‘Australians place too much emphasis on
sport, ’  and they disagreed. 
 
Loreto Team D, who were all  year 7s, debated
against year 8s from Clarendon, losing
but putting in a good effort: Clarendon had
only a five-point win. Loreto was affirmative
to the topic ‘our parents had it better than us. ’  
 
All  in all ,  everyone had a great day at the
competition, and we were very pleased with
the results.

BR I D I E  NEWMAN  &  OL I V I A  J ONE S



THE  V I C TOR I AN  PH I LO SO THON

Does artificial intelligence have the
right to citizenship?
 Do people with influence have special
moral obligations compared to ordinary
people?
 Could we do without time?

I was nervous before getting on the bus to
travel to the Victorian Philosothon. This
philosophy competition is a big event, as
twelve schools - Loreto, Grammar and ten
Melbourne schools - were involved. There
were many people there, and plus, I  had
never been to the venue, Wesley College. 
However, when I joined the other girls
waiting for the bus to arrive, I  knew I would
have a good time. When we had arrived in
Melbourne, bought Seven Eleven and
Subway, and were walking with the Grammar
team to Wesley College, I  felt excited and
energised. 
 
In a large room at the college we listened to
Professor A.C. Grayling’s introduction
speech. He is a famous philosopher who has
written over thirty books. His speech,
“Letter to a Young Philosopher” was an
interesting and thought-provoking way to
start the competition. Here is an extract:
“Above all ,  a philosopher needs a child’s
heart: curious, open, eager to learn,
ambitious, but welcoming to the genius of
others and to the fellowship of humanity in
seeking those two great goals:
understanding, and the good.” 
 
Three intriguing questions were then
discussed in small
groups: 

Afterwards, we had to invent a question
based on a photo. This depicted a pile of
rubbish and human silhouettes drinking and
smoking. This discussion was different but
very deep and thoughtful.  The winner of
most popular question was “is ignorance
immoral?”
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I  l iked the discussion; everyone was kind and
attentive, and added original,  creative, helpful,
or curious contributions. There were many
inspiring young philosophers, and I learnt some
valuable new skills.  Being judged and given
points on your thinking is a l ittle challenging,
as is speaking in front of others you have never
met. Nevertheless, I  had an enjoyable time. Even
though I was exhausted when we arrived home
at 11pm, it was worth it.  I  loved being part of
such an encouraging and supportive team.
Maybe the best part was the unexpected call  of
“Loreto Convent” for the winner of 3rd place!
This was the first time Loreto has placed higher
than 4th. We were very excited and wore our
medals all  the way home.
 
Loreto’s team was Imogen Keene, Chloe
Simpson, Zoe Bartrum, Rachel Young, Courtney
Cummins, me, Finnley Greet, Ann Chalakkal,  and
Emma Kelly as an observer. We were supported
by Mr Foord, Mr Barker and Ms Gerada.
Everyone was bril l iant and did an amazing job!



As I walked up onto the stage, my heart
pounded with anticipation and a slight
nervousness. I  held my speech cards firmly
in my hand, my breathing heavy and my
hands hot. As the signal from the
adjudicator let me know that it was time to
start,  I  opened my mouth and spoke. I
wanted to speak with passion, about
something these people would never
forget. I  wanted them to have my message
clear in their minds by the end of the day:
that our society and our environment need
major attention.  
 
When I reached the halfway point, I  knew
everything had gone smoothly. I
continued, and the fear inside me at the
start disappeared completely. I  looked
around, and people were actually l istening
to me, nodding their heads at every
statement. I  could tell  my message wasn’t
going to fade away any time soon. 
 
After stepping down from the stage and
taking a seat with my teammates, I  felt l ike
a superhero. Although I didn’t come out a
winner in the end, I  was confident that
next time, I  would make that first-place
spot.
 
The improvisation stage was a whole
different level of scary. I  only had 2-5
minutes to prepare an improvised speech,
and I didn’t know the topic until  I  was told
in the preparation room. The topic for this
event was ‘belonging’ .  Immediately I knew
what I would talk about: my sports
teams. 
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COMPE T I T I ON

As I walked up onto the stage for my first
speech, my heart skipped a beat with
nerves. As I went onto the stage a second
time, I felt even more nervous, because
everything I wanted to say was in my head.
I didn’t have weeks to practise or even any
time to memorise! I  could tell  some people
struggled to keep their cool and
understood how they felt.  I  had gone up
there and although I looked confident on
the outside, in my mind I was having a full-
on panic attack. What was I going to say
next? How long had I been talking for? Am
I speaking too fast? Too slow? 
 
In the end, two Loreto girls took out 1st
and 2nd place, and a Ballarat High girl
came 3rd. My best friend Bridie was with
me the whole day, so we had some good
chats and entertainment eating all  the
delicious food on offer. Sure, I  may not
have won, but a good scone with jam and
cream is the perfect painkiller! Along with
this, we socialised with students from
other schools, and there were plenty of
compliments. 
 
The day was a success. I  was proud of my
efforts, regardless of the points on the
paper.

L UC Y  EA L E S
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A  WEEK  AT  THE  HERA LD  SUN

 Have you ever wondered what it would be
like to spend a week at a paper company?
No - while I ’m sure it would be amazing -
I ’m not talking about Dunder Mifflin
Paper Company, but rather the Melbourne
newspaper The Herald Sun.
 
Well,  if  you’re imagining anything, from
office rooms full  of colleagues making
jokes and having fun while they work on
articles and pieces for the next day’s
edition of the Sun, you’re pretty much
right. However, it was also much more
than that. For instance, on one of the days,
I was able to shadow a new employee as
she reached out to the people on their
breaks at Southbank, or just those passing
by, to ask the question of the day. This
‘Vox-Box’ aspect of the paper was one of
the many which the other four work
experience girls and I were able to learn
about and have a go at.  
 
The hands-on experience and knowledge
were worth the 5 am mornings and
commute every day. For example, I  can
even recall  some facts about the
production and manufacturing of the paper
used, because we were taken on a tour of
the Westgate Printing Plant.  
 
Unfortunately, the bosses I met were
nothing like Michael Scott.  But they were
very generous with their time and gave us
work to complete, which made us feel l ike
we really worked at the Sun.

The most memorable area for all  of us was
in the Confidential section, which,despite
sounding like a top-secret finance division
you need a special code to enter, was
actually the pop culture and celebrity area
(arguably the most interesting part of the
place).  
 
Nui,  the man in charge of the department,
was kind enough to let each of us write an
article in this section, and have it
published for the next day.  We were even
given advice about writing and capturing
the readers’  attention by a newspaper
retiree, who worked in the business for
over 50 years. 
 
Whether you’re looking for somewhere to
do work experience, interested in
newspaper, journalism, or writing, or just
here for the Michael Scott content, the
Herald Sun was a great opportunity for
myself and others. We learnt a great deal.
In fact, writing and newspapers are a
bril l iant source for many people,to express
themselves and have some fun.

C LA I R E  BAX T ER



 

S T RANGER  THANKS

Stranger Thanks is a page dedicated to thanking someone who may have brightened your day, helped
you through a tough time or simply opened a door for you! Send through your submission for the next
issue of Loreto Lark to newspaper@loreto.vic.edu.au .    Please keep submission length to no more than 2
or 3 sentences.  

To Steph for doing the
write up on the ski trip for

the Abbey!  
Mr Larkin

Thank You to all our Year
12 teachers who helped us
through the year and to
be ready for our exams!  

Class of 2019
 

To Roger (aka Loreto
legend)  Where will we get

our jokes from now?
Sophie

A huge thank you to Mr
Smith for looking after

us on camp! 
Group 3

Thanks to the Lark team for
putting out a record

number of issues this year. 
 You all rock!

Mr Rob

To Dennis and Andy 
 Thanks for looking after
the school gardens.They

look great!
Mary

Thanks for putting on
such a great sports award
evening.  We appreciate

all your efforts.
Award Winner!

Thank you Year 12's for
the song and buckets! 

 You have been an
inspiration to all of us. 

 We will miss you.
Year 11's

Thank You Mr Wilson for
the flowers in Mentor
group and helping me
with prepare for my

Maths exam.  
Best teacher ever!

Ruby
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THE  LORE TO  L ARK  T EAM

Chief Editor - Gemma Richardson
Chief Digital Editor - Zoe Bartrum
 
A special thanks to all girls involved with articles and
editing for this edition: Zoe Bartrum, Claire Baxter, Gemma
Richardson, Chloe Simpson, Lillian "Lilly"  Tolfrey, Bridie
Newman, Olivia Jones, Lucy Eales, Asha Hoiles and Elloise
Nash.
 
 
 
 

Do you have a story to share in the next Loreto Lark? Come along to our
meetings on Thursday Recess in SF 125


